
THE COMMUNITY SAFETY PLAN

Dear Business Manager,
We are writing to advise you of our forthcoming siren test.

The Syngenta site in Huddersfield has operated as a chemical manufacturing site for over 100 years and manufactures a
range of premium brand crop protection products, used by farmers to protect crops from pests, disease and weeds.
Products made in Huddersfield help farmers get higher yields from their crops, providing better quality food and lower costs
for consumers. The Huddersfield site has an important part to play in helping to feed a growing world population and makes
a significant contribution to the local economy by way of jobs, apprenticeships and trade.

To meet the requirements of our enclosed Community Safety Plan, we have in place three very distinct, very loud public
warning sirens, which will ensure that people nearby are alerted to any incident that may affect them and are able to take the
appropriate action. This is a precautionary measure and it is highly unlikely that an incident would occur, affecting people
beyond our site boundary. We regularly test our sirens on low volume (so as not to inconvenience people) and on full volume,
once every year, this year in April.

Safety information is printed on the enclosed card. Please keep this card in a place where you can read it in an emergency.

This card contains key information to enable those who are in charge of premises to take the necessary action in respect
of their employees, visitors and members of the public in the event of an emergency.

Remember the key message is:

GO IN – STAY IN – TUNE IN

Please note that our emergency telephone number is 01484 554171.

In 2024, the annual test is scheduled for Tuesday 16th April between 11:00 and 14:00.

The test will last for about 5 minutes on each occasion. This will be a TEST ONLY. You do not need to take any action
during these tests.

A template for communicating this advice to your employees can be found at www.syngenta.co.uk/publicinformationzone.

Yours faithfully

Carl Sykes
Business Relations Manager

PO Box A38, Leeds Road
Huddersfield, HD2 1FF

April 2024

You can contact us by any of the following methods;
Phone:

Email:

Website:

Facebook:

X:

01484 537456, ask for Carl Sykes or Megan Smith 

contact.huddersfield@syngenta.com

www.syngenta.co.uk/publicinformationzone

Syngenta Huddersfield Manufacturing Centre

@SyngentaHD2

@ @



Date: April 2024 Our Ref: 2024 COMAH Regs

If calling please ask for: Sean Westerby Tel: 01484 221000

The occupiers of premises in the vicinity of Syngenta Ltd, Leeds Road, Huddersfield

CONTROL OF MAJOR ACCIDENT HAZARDS (COMAH) REGULATIONS 1999

This letter is being sent to you along with information on what to do in an emergency.

Health and Safety Regulations require companies to supply all employers and householders resident
within the public information zone of the safety measures to be taken in the event of a major accident at
the Huddersfield Manufacturing Site. Please ensure that all members of your household, or all your
business employees, are made aware of the information.

Many occupiers will have received similar information in the past, however, for a few people, this will be
the first occasion that you will have been notified.

The Council is committed to ensuring that employers and members of the public are informed about
risks and more importantly what to do in the event of an emergency.

It should be noted that the Council views public safety issues very seriously and is liaising closely with
chemical industries within the Leeds Road corridor of Huddersfield on measures at their plants to reduce
off-site risks as far as possible. Safety at the chemical plants is already very high and has improved over
the years. The consultation zones are based on regulations which take account of chemicals that have
long been in use by the companies.

If you have any queries regarding this letter, please contact Syngenta in the first instance on 01484 537456,
or myself on the number above.

Public Health
Flint Street
Fartown
Huddersfield
HD1 6LG
Tel: 01484 221000
Website: www.kirklees.gov.uk
E-mail address:
emergency.planning@kirklees.gov.uk

Yours faithfully

Sean Westerby
Emergency Planning and Business Continuity Manager
Enc



Q. Why is this information published?
We make chemical products and, as someone who
occupies property close to our Manufacturing Centre,
under the COMAH Regulations, we have a responsibility
to tell you about the Community Safety Plan for this site.

Q. What will this information tell me?
The Community Safety Plan lays down what precautions
you should take if an incident occurred which was likely
to affect people off site and accordingly, the public
warning sirens were sounding.

Q. Are there any particular hazardous
substances that I should be aware of?
The COMAH Regulations require companies who handle
more than a specified amount of certain chemical
substances to tell their neighbours about them. A safety
report has been submitted to the Health and Safety
Executive and Environment Agency with regard to these
matters. You need to be aware that we handle chemical
substances which are classified under the regulations as
toxic, very toxic, oxidising and flammable. These terms
are used widely in industry to describe hazardous
substances and can also be found on the labels of many
domestic products such as bleach, paints and glue.

Q. What kind of incident could occur?
There are many, many controls in place to prevent
incidents from occurring and these controls are regularly
audited by both Syngenta and the Regulatory Authorities.
This Community Safety Plan itself is in fact, a further
control to mitigate impact on people. In the unlikely event
of these substances being released in an uncontrolled
manner (or affected by fire), there could be an affect on
people, if they were to come into direct contact with the
resulting fumes or smoke.

People having direct contact with such fumes or smoke
may suffer breathing difficulties, watering eyes or skin
irritation.

Q. How would I know an incident has
occurred?
If nearby residents were at risk, Syngenta would sound
its Public Warning sirens and residents must follow the
advice contained on this card to avoid contact with the
fumes or smoke. If direct contact is unavoidable, seek
medical attention.

Q. What warning would be given about
an incident?
A Public Warning Siren would be sounded and advice
would be broadcast on BBC Radio Leeds (92.4FM).

Q. Who else has been involved in drawing
up the Community Safety Plan?
All of the following organisations have been involved in
preparation of this Community Safety Plan:

• Syngenta

• Kirklees Council

• West Yorkshire Police, Fire & Ambulance Services

• Health and Safety Executive

The Community Safety Plan
For Residents and Businesses in the Public Information Zone

The Syngenta site in Huddersfield has operated as a chemical manufacturing site for 100 years and manufactures a
range of premium brand crop protection products, used by farmers to protect crops from pests, disease and weeds.
Products made in Huddersfield help farmers get higher yields from their crops, providing better quality food and lower
costs for consumers. The Huddersfield site has an important part to play in helping to feed a growing world population

and makes a significant contribution to the local economy by way of jobs, apprenticeships and trade.

To meet the requirements of our Community Safety
Plan, we have installed three very distinct, very loud
public warning sirens, which will ensure that people
nearby are alerted to any incident that may affect
them and are able to take the appropriate action. 

This is a precautionary measure and it is highly
unlikely that an incident would occur, affecting
people nearby. We regularly test our sirens on low
volume (so as not to inconvenience people) and on
full volume, once every year.
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Q. Why is this information published?
We make chemical products and, as someone who 
occupies property close to our Manufacturing Centre,
under the COMAH Regulations, we have a responsibility to 
tell you about the Community Safety Plan for this site.

Q. What will this information tell me?
The Community Safety Plan lays down what precautions 
you should take if an incident occurred which was likely to 
affect people off site and accordingly, the public warning 
sirens were sounding.

Q. Are there any particular hazardous
substances that I should be aware of?
The COMAH Regulations require companies who handle 
more than a specified amount of certain chemical substances 
to tell their neighbours about them. A safety report has 
been submitted to the Health and Safety Executive and 
Environment Agency with regard to these matters. You need 
to be aware that we handle chemical substances which are 
classified under the regulations as toxic, very toxic, oxidising 
and flammable. These terms are used widely in industry to 
describe hazardous substances and can also be found on 
the labels of many domestic products such as bleach, 
paints and glue.

Q. What kind of incident could occur?
There are many, many controls in place to prevent incidents 
from occurring and these controls are regularly audited 
by both Syngenta and the Regulatory Authorities.This 
Community Safety Plan itself is in fact, a further control to 

mitigate impact on people. In the unlikely event of these 
substances being released in an uncontrolled manner (or 
affected by fire), there could be an affect on the environment 
or people, if they were to come into direct contact with the 
resulting fumes or smoke. People having direct contact 
with such fumes or smoke may suffer breathing difficulties, 
watering eyes, skin irritation, or other harmful reaction and 
should seek medical advice.

Q. How would I know an incident has 
occurred?
If nearby residents were at risk, Syngenta would sound its 
Public Warning sirens and residents must follow the advice 
contained on this card to avoid contact with the fumes 
or smoke. If direct contact is unavoidable, seek 
medical attention.

Q. What warning would be given about 
an incident?
A Public Warning Siren would be sounded and advice would 
be broadcast on BBC Radio Leeds (92.4FM).

Q. Who else has been involved in 
drawing up the Community Safety Plan?
All of the following organisations have been involved in 
preparation of this Community Safety Plan:
• Syngenta
• Kirklees Council
• West Yorkshire Police, Fire & Ambulance Services
• Health and Safety Executive

The Syngenta site in Huddersfield has operated as a chemical manufacturing site for over 100 years and manufactures 
a range of premium brand crop protection products, used by farmers to protect crops from pests, disease and weeds.
Products made in Huddersfield help farmers get higher yields from their crops, providing better quality food and lower
costs for consumers. The Huddersfield site has an important part to play in helping to feed a growing world population

and makes a significant contribution to the local economy by way of jobs, apprenticeships and trade.

To meet the requirements of our Community Safety Plan, 
we have in place three very distinct, very loud public 
warning sirens, which will ensure that people nearby are 
alerted to any incident that may affect them and are able 
to take the appropriate action. 

This is a precautionary measure and it is highly
unlikely that an incident would occur, affecting people 
nearby. We regularly test our sirens on low volume (so as 
not to inconvenience people) and on full volume, once 
every year.

In the unlikely event of an emergency where our public 
warning sirens are sounding, our advice is to Go In, 
Stay In and Tune In. Under circumstances where social 

distancing measures are in effect, staying indoors during 
such an emergency remains the safest option, even where 
there may be a breach of social distancing guidelines.

The Community Safety Plan and Social Distancing



If the powerful siren is sounded continuously for 5 minutes
and then for 30 seconds every subsequent 5 minutes

Who to tell
Could we please ask you to ensure that every member of your household, or all employees if you are operating a

business in the area, are aware of the precautions described above. Additional copies can be provided on request.

Hearing the siren
Some neighbours have advised us in the past that they have not heard the siren at the time of testing. There are two
possible reasons for this; firstly, that the wind direction is such that it has carried the sound away from their home, or

secondly that they have been indoors. In both circumstances, neighbours would, in the unlikely event of an emergency,
be adequately protected, ie. they would be upwind of the site or indoors, which is the correct action to follow.

If you would like further information during an emergency, please ring the message line: Tel No: 01484 554171

WHAT TO DO IN AN EMERGENCY

IN AN EMERGENCY THE POLICE HAVE ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY

If you would like further information during an emergency, please ring the message line: Tel No: 01484 554171

Facebook: Syngenta Huddersfield Manufacturing Centre             Twitter: @SyngentaHD2

Please keep this card readily available
in the event of an emergency

Hear the sirens, remember the message

GO INside, you will be safer there.
STAY INside, until you are told it is safe to come out.

TUNE IN to BBC Radio Leeds (92.4FM) who will broadcast bulletins from the Authorities.

Go indoors immediately and be
prepared to offer shelter to others

Shut doors and windows and close
off ventilation wherever possible

Listen to BBC Radio Leeds  (92.4FM)
and follow official advice on news
bulletins or follow any instructions
or requests made by the
emergency services

Collect children from school.
Nearby Schools have been notified
of this plan. It is safer indoors whilst
the siren is sounding.

Extinguish naked flames including
pilot lights. Do not smoke.

Do not phone the Emergency
Services unless you are injured or
hurt. Lines need to be kept free for
communications.

GO IN - STAY IN - TUNE IN

DON’T

Wait for the ‘All Clear’ message to be broadcast over Radio Leeds 92.4FM
or to be given by the authorities.

DO

!

Go outside until the ‘All Clear”
message is broadcast on the radio.
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Dear Business Manager,
As a business, you may have further questions about our Community Safety Plan and what it means to your
business and your duty of care for your employees. Please find below additional information.

I am a local business. How should I communicate this to my employees?
At www.syngenta.co.uk/publicinformationzone you can find a template for use in communicating with
your employees. You may distribute the web content of this advice freely by email to your employees.
Additionally, if required, we can provide hard copy posters for you to display in communal areas or alongside
other emergency information in the workplace. Please use the contact details in this pack to request copies.

I am a local business. If your sirens sound, what action should I take?
You should instruct your employees to close all doors and windows, stay indoors and tune in to BBC Radio
Leeds (92.4FM) for further live updates. In the unlikely event of our sirens sounding, a multi-agency task
force involving the emergency services, Kirklees Council and Police would direct those most at risk to safety.

I am a local retailer and I may have customers in my shop. If your sirens sound,
what action should I take?
Your staff should close all doors and windows, stay indoors and tune in to BBC Radio Leeds (92.4FM) for
further updates. You may wish to appoint staff to control the building exits and warn customers that they
should stay indoors whilst the sirens are sounding. Your customers are likely to decide for themselves
whether to stay in the building or not. In the unlikely event of our sirens sounding, a multi-agency task force
involving the emergency services, Kirklees Council and Police would direct those most at risk to safety. Help
on developing an emergency plan for your business can be found on the Cabinet Office website:
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/business-continuity

I am the Head of a local school or medical centre. If your sirens sound, what
action should I take?
Your staff should close all doors and windows, stay indoors and tune in to BBC Radio Leeds (92.4FM) for
further updates. If you do not have one already, you may wish to consider having a school emergency plan
that addresses;

i. What room in the building provides most adequate control of entry and exit points
ii. How you may wish to handle phone calls from concerned parents 
iii. How you might cater for food, drink and toilet breaks

If you would like help with considering these issues, Kirklees Emergency Planning are available to support
you in developing a plan and you should contact Sean Westerby on 01484 221000.

In the unlikely event of our sirens sounding, a multi-agency task force involving the emergency services,
Kirklees Council and Police would direct those most at risk to safety.

I still have questions not addressed in this pack, who can I contact?
Please contact Carl Sykes on 01484 537456 or email: contact.huddersfield@syngenta.com 

For Business Premises
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Need help translating this letter?
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Якщо у вас виникли проблеми з розумінням цього листа, повідомте нам про це, надіславши 
електронний лист contact.huddersfield@syngenta.com або зателефонувавши на номер 
01484 537456. Обов’язково вкажіть нам потрібну мову, своє ім’я, поштову адресу та номер 
телефону, щоб ми могли зв’язатися з вами.

Ukraine

Need help translating this letter?Need help translating this letter?
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